
Thank you for downloading this resource. This poem features lots of 

examples of the spelling pattern where the ‘y’ at the end of a word is 

changed to ‘i’ before a suffix is added. 

 Have children read the poem and see what they notice. Can you spot a 

spelling pattern that is prominent? What do you notice about the 

spelling words? 

 Can you underline all the examples of the spelling pattern? (jollier, 

merrier, funnier, sillier, cried, funniest, silliest, merriest, cheeriest, 

jolliest, copied, replied). 

 Can you write any more examples of this spelling pattern that you 

know which aren’t in the poem?  

 Can you copy a verse from the poem, making sure to spell the focus 

words correctly each time? 

 Can you write your own poem or silly sentences using the focus words? 

 Can you ‘pyramid write’ the words we are focusing on today? 

 Can you come up with a rhyme or dance to help you remember the 

top tip for today? 

Check back at www.bigblogofteachingideas.com for new ideas and resources, 

updated weekly.  

You can sign up on my blog to get a notification when a new post appears, 

or you can follow me on Twitter at @mrmichaelplews. If you really like 

what you see on my site, why not leave me a comment? 

 

Kind Regards, 

Michael Plews 

http://www.bigblogofteachingideas.com/


Santa Contest 
 

The best Santa lookalike contest was always tough. 

Santa Number One was jollier,   

Santa Number Two was merrier, 

Santa Number Three was funnier,  

Santa Number Four was just sillier, 

But then they saw Santa Number Five, 

And the others just cried. 

 

Because Santa Number Five was the funniest,  

Silliest,  

Merriest,  

Cheeriest,  

Jolliest Santa lookalike ever! 

He copied the real Santa perfectly, 

And even replied with a big “Ho ho ho!” 

When they gave him his candy-cane trophy. 

by Michael Plews 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

Top Tip: The ‘y’ is changed to ‘i’ before ‘–ed’, ‘–er’ and ‘–est’ 

are added, but not before ‘–ing’. 


